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March 26, 2010

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS

The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye The Honorable Thad Cochran
Chairman Vice Chairman

Senate Appropriations Committee Senate Appropriations Committee
S-131, U.S. Capitol S-131, U.S. Capitol

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein The Honorable Lamar Alexander

Chair Ranking Member

Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, ~ Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies Environment, and Related Agencies
Senate Dirksen Office Building, Room 131  Senate Hart Office Building, Room 125
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Inouye, Vice Chairman Cochran, Chair Feinstein, and Ranking Member
Alexander:

As the Committee begins its consideration of the Fiscal Year 2011 Interior
Appropriations Bill, I request support for the following projects:

Replace Wood Stoves in Borough, Clean Air Attainment

Amount Requested: $500,000

Purpose: Federal funding is sought to replace out-of-date, inefficient, and
polluting wood stoves with more efficient, EPA-certified models. The Borough
plans to focus initially on replacing older stoves of low-income residents of the
Borough. The Borough plans to replace roughly 1300 wood stoves in the first
year and 5300 over the life of the program.

Location: Fairbanks North Star Borough, AK

Recipient: Fairbanks North Star Borough

Benefit to taxpayers: The Clean Air Act of 1990 authorized Air Pollution Control
Program Support Grants, funded through the State and Tribal Assistance Grants
account, “to assist State, Tribal, Municipal, Inter-municipal, and Interstate
agencies in planning, developing, establishing, improving, and maintaining
adequate programs for the continuing prevention and control of air pollution...”
Funds sought for the wood stove replacement project will facilitate the
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) role in assisting the Fairbanks North
Star Borough in achieving attainment for PM 2.5 emissions. The EPA has found
that upgrading wood stoves with EPA-certified wood stoves increases energy
efficiency by 50%, stoves use 1/3 less wood, and PM 2.5 emissions are reduced by
55-70%. Additionally, the EPA notes that changing out one inefficient wood
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stove has the same reductions of PM 2.5 emissions as taking five diesel buses off
the road.

Secondary water treatment facility construction and sewer line extension
Amount Requested: $750,000

Purpose: The requested funds would help pay for the construction of a new
secondary water treatment facility and to extend a sewer line to the new water
treatment facility as part of the replacement of a section of deteriorating concrete
asbestos sewer and water lines. The City has determined that UV disinfection is
the most appropriate secondary water treatment option.

Location: Kodiak, AK

Recipient: City of Kodiak

Benefit to taxpayers: The project is consistent with the goals of the Federal Safe
Drinking Water to provide safe and clean drinking water to communities that meet
EPA standards for contamination and disinfection. Those standards have
tightened in recent years and as a result the City has had to invest in a secondary
water treatment facility. Federal funds will help meet these Federal requirements
and partially pay for the cost of the new plant and connecting sewer/water line.

Sewer Treatment Plant Improvements

Amount Requested: $800,000

Purpose: The Funds will be used for Engineering, Equipment Procurement &
Construction of Plant Improvements which include equipment; 1-enhanced
sedimentation units with fine influent screens, 2-new high solids dewatering
equipment, 3-enhanced primary clarification units, 4-modifications to aerobic
digesters, 5-modifications to chlorine contact chamber.

Location: Skagway, AK

Recipient: Municipality of Skagway

Benefit to taxpayers: To promote public safety of solid waste to be sure removal of
Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) is consistently meeting criteria prior to
discharging into a marine waterway.

Develop Solid Waste Container Facilities

Amount Requested: $2,447,478

Purpose: Procurement of services and Materials for the development of 41
Wildlife Resistant "Roll off" Waste Transfer Containers. The project scope
consists of the replacement of 41 aging and non-wildlife resistant "Roll off" Waste
Transfer Containers.

Location: Kenai Peninsula, AK

Recipient: Kenai Peninsula Borough
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Benefit to taxpayers: The primary purpose of this project is to mitigate the
negative bear and human encounters in our Borough. In addition to the bear issue,
the doors have proven effective in preventing the spread of waste by other wildlife
and the elements. Two sites have already been equipped with the wildlife resistant
doors and funding is being sought to continue the project.

Upgrade wastewater treatment plant in Wasilla

Amount Requested: $3,200,000

Purpose: This project will upgrade the existing lagoon system to improve
treatment for nitrate reduction and will construct a new discharge point away from
a steep bluff. The municipal system cannot expand until it addresses elevated
nitrate levels in groundwater monitoring wells adjacent to the treatment plant.
Upgrading the lagoon system will achieve the needed nitrate reduction.

Location: Wasilla, AK

Recipient: City of Wasilla

Benefit to taxpayers: This project will protect groundwater in the area by allowing
for expanded sewer service in accordance with the Clean Water Act. The original
system was funded by the Federal Government EPA, and EPA has funded
upgrades in the past.

Dillingham Water System Improvements Phases 1.3 and 1.4

Amount Requested: $4,200,000

Purpose: The project completes phases 1.3 and 1.4 of the 2003 Dillingham Water
and Sewer Master Plan to extend the city’s water system to the airport, Windmill
Hill and town harbor where it will connect to the existing system. The project will
reduce the number of households using on-site water and septic systems, increase
water pressure in the existing system, improve response to fires, and lower the
threat of contamination to the city’s aquifers. The project is to drill a new water
source near the Neqleq Subdivision, about 2 miles from downtown, build a new
water treatment facility and water tank there, and connect this facility to the
existing water system.

Location: Dillingham, AK

Recipient: City of Dillingham

Benefit to taxpayers: The City’s existing supply wells do not have sufficient
capacity to provide for domestic water demands and allow for reasonable recovery
from a large fire. At least one downtown well has unacceptable levels of arsenic
and other contaminants and therefore must be closed. About half of Dillingham’s
residents rely on wells for drinking water. The new water source will tap into a
different aquifer, which will give the city the ability to provide more residents and
businesses with a safe, secure, treated source of water - in accordance with the
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Safe Drinking Water Act. It will also reduce the chance of contamination of the
aquifers, and improve firefighting response.

Timber Pipeline Funding

Amount Requested: $5,500,000

Purpose: In addition to the normal $15 million appropriation for maintaining the
Region 10 timber program, the second and third 10-year timber sales must be
funded in order to sustain the remaining operating mills in Southeast Alaska.
These 10-year timber sales are needed to provide an assured timber supply for a
portion of the volume needs and, thus allow the mills to make necessary
investments to remain viable. $5.5 million is needed to continue preparing the 10-
year timber sales that were promised by the Chief.

Location: Tongass National Forest, Southeast Alaska

Recipient: Alaska Forest Association

Benefit to taxpayers: Since 1980 and 1990, Congress has provided specific
funding for Tongass timber program in return for its decision to set aside very
large wilderness in other land areas. The Chief of the USFS has specifically
committed to complete these 10 year sales.

Gulkana and Bonanza Area Water and Street Improvements

Amount Requested: $2,450,000

Purpose: The City’s leaking water lines are creating both a public health issue and
having a negative impact on economic development. In addition to new water
mains and service connections to the utility’s customers, the project includes
paving gravel roads; installation and replacement of direct-bury street lighting
electrical conductors; installation of new poles with energy efficient L.E.D.
lighting; installation of ADA compliant curb ramps in existing sidewalks;
installation of five foot sidewalks on gravel streets; and installation of storm drain
piping and catch basins to improve storm water drainage in the area. There will be
a total of 5,982 linear feet of improvements.

Location: Palmer, AK

Recipient: City of Palmer

Benefit to taxpayers: This project is essential to the life, public health and safety
of all users of the City of Palmer’s water utility. Prior to water improvements, the
City was losing almost half of the water pumped from City wells. The loss has
been cut to 38% with the 2010 improvements, but this is still a substantial loss
which is costly to the City, and an inefficient stewardship of these vital resources.
The leakage also has the outside potential to adversely affect the ground water
table within the City’s water and sewer service delivery area.
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Clean-up Funds for the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Site

Amount Requested: Language only

Purpose: Language to provide assistance with cleanup and transfer of BIA site to
Yukon-Kuskoskwim Health Corporation.

Location:

Recipient: Yukon-Kuskoskwim Health Corporation

Benefit to taxpayers: In 1992 Congress passed legislation requiring the transfer to
occur prior to September 30, 1993. In addition, the legislation also specified the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of the Air Force complete and equally
share the costs of any necessary environmental response mandated by Federal and
State laws to protect human health and the environment. The remainder of the 47
acre site was to be transferred to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USF&W).

Construct Yuut Elitnaurviat Family-style Dormitory, Phase 1

Amount Requested: $1,000,000

Purpose: Yuut Elitnaurviat (Yuut), a Bethel-area non-profit, providing
educational opportunities for the Native and other people of Alaska, seeks federal
funds to begin construction of family-style student housing allowing Yuut students
and their families to stay together while receiving job training. It is believed this
housing will increase the applicant pool as well as matriculation rates.

Location: Bethel, AK

Recipient: Yuut Elitnaurviat, LLC

Benefit to taxpayers: Indian Country and Western Alaska are plagued by
unemployment rates that substantially exceed that seen in other areas of the
country. Yuut Elitnaurviat primarily trains Alaska Native tribal members, some of
the most economically disadvantaged people in the Nation. Providing job training
in a culturally appropriate way that takes into consideration close family ties and
the geographic distance most students travel to obtain job training is important to
facilitate completion of the job training program. Building family-style dorms is a
culturally appropriate development to the job training program that will foster
long-term participation in the program.

Sitka Ranger Station

Amount Requested: $6,500,000

Purpose: Construct energy efficient office space

Location: Sitka, AK

Recipient:

Benefit to taxpayers: New building will provide quality, energy efficient office
space for 72 permanent employees in new 8,500 square feet office with additional
4,100 square feet renovated adjacent warehouse space. Termination of high cost
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lease, resulting in O&M cost savings of $300,000/year. Disposal of 4 buildings
(2,492 square feet unneeded assets), saving $22,363 per year in O&M costs.
Project will emphasize energy independence, incorporating Forest Service
Sustainable Building Guiding Principles, alternative energy systems and wood
biomass heating system and will follow LEED principles for construction. The
office will be designed to be 30% more efficient than current standards.

Kenai Visitors Center

Amount Requested: $2,400,000

Purpose: Kenai Visitor’s Center

Location: Kenai Peninsula Borough, AK

Recipient:

Benefit to taxpayers: Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has done initial design
work. Funds would be used to finish design and construct visitor’s center.

Seward Visitors Center

Amount Requested: $13,600,000

Purpose: Seward Visitors Center

Location: Seward, AK

Recipient:

Benefit to taxpayers: Construction of Visitor’s Center in Seward.

Statewide program to survey, patent and convey federal lands

Amount Requested: $34,000,000

Purpose: Statewide program to survey, patent and convey federal lands
Location: Statewide

Recipient:

Benefit to taxpayers: Critical funding to support statewide program to survey,
patent and convey federal lands to the State of Alaska, and regional and village
Alaska Native Corporations (ANC). There are over 65 million acres of land still to
be conveyed to ANCs. Cut in funding would significantly hinder the Bureau of
Land Management's ability to implement the Alaska Land Transfer Acceleration
Act of 2004.

[ certify that neither my immediate family nor I have a pecuniary interest in any of the
congressionally directed spending item(s) I have requested, consistent with the
requirements of paragraph 9 of Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate. I further
certify I have posted a description of the items requested on my official website, along
with the accompanying justification.
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If you have any questions, please contact Liz Brinkerhoff-Nottberg of my staff at (202)
224-3004.

Sincerely,

Lt Lopl

Mark Begich
United States Senator



