MARK BEGICH SUITE SH-825
ALASKA HART BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-3004

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 30, 2009

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Senator Thad Cochran

Chair Vice Chair

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
522 Hart Building 113 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
Senator Richard Durbin Senator Susan Collins
Chairman Vice Chair

Subcommittee on Financial Services Subcommittee on Financial Services
and General Government and General Government

184 Dirksen Building 413 Dirksen Building
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senators Inouye, Cochran, Durbin and Collins:

Please accept this application for an appropriation in the Subcommittee on Financial
Services and Government for:

University of Alaska

Ketchikan Small Business Development Center
Ketchikan, Alaska

$300,000

Funding would allow a Small Business Development Center (SBDC) to be opened in
Ketchikan, Alaska. The SBDC supports the start up of new businesses in Alaska.

Currently, the SBDC in Anchorage services the entire state. Opening a new center in
Ketchikan would allow the Anchorage SBDC to put more focus on Rural Alaska where
unemployment is exceptionally high--between 13% and 16%--while allowing the
Ketchikan office to service Southeast Alaska where March 2009 unemployment is at
10.4%. For reference, Ketchikan is over 1000 miles away from Anchorage and is only
connected to other communities by the Alaska Marine Highway or air.
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Ketchikan’s economy is recovering from a declining timber industry and they are
working to diversify their economy. The SBDC will be able to help local businesses start
and expand in new microenterprise areas.

The $300,000 appropriation will fund the center for three years and there will be an
estimated 13-60 jobs created by the SBDC office. The budget for 3 years breaks down
as:

$276,000 salary

$24,000 travel

The Ketchikan Chamber of Commerce in-kind donating the office space and the

City of Ketchikan will contribute $50,000 for an assistant’s salary.

The Ketchikan SBDC will be assessed by the:

Number of clients the SBDC sees in a quarter

Amount of capital infusion clients draw into their business
Number of business start in the region

Number of new jobs created in the region

Number of business workshops attendees

Number of business closures avoided in the region

[ certify that neither I nor my immediate family has a pecuniary interest in any of the
congressionally directed spending item I have requested, consistent with the requirements
of paragraph 9 of Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate. I further certify I have
posted a description of the items requested on my official website, along with the
accompanying justifications.

Thank you for consideration of this request. Please contact Leslie Ridle in my office at
224-3004 or Leslie_Ridle@Begich.senate.gov if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

ark Be
United States Senator



